LIFE   OF   LORD   REDESDALE
Lords certain papers respecting the conduct of her Majesty
since her departure from the Kingdom, which he recom-
mends to the immediate and serious attention of the House.
The King has felt the most anxious desire to avert the
necessity of disclosures and discussions, which must be as
painful to his people as they can be to himself, but the
step now taken by the Queen leaves him no alternative.
The King has the fullest confidence that in consequence of
this communication the House of Lords will adopt that
course of proceeding which the justice of the case and the
honour and dignity of his Majesty's Crown may require".
Lord Liverpool then laid a bag on the table which con-
tained the papers referred to. Lord Castlereagh conveyed
the same message to the Commons.
Two days later the House balloted for fifteen peers
to form a secret committee to examine the papers, and
Lord Redesdale was among those elected. Both Houses
undertook the proceedings with intense reluctance. Every
effort was made by the Commons to stop the case and the
Lords postponed action in the hope of their success. The
Queen protested her innocence, dauntlessly challenged
investigations, and asked to be heard in her own defence.
As this request was refused she presented a petition on
which a debate took place. The sordid details of the trial
fill a volume of Hansard and are well known. Lord
Redesdale's part in it is all that concerns us here; the
influence of his powerful personality was strongly felt
throughout the proceedings.
All efforts at reconciliation having failed, the Secret
Committee met and reported to the House that as the
charges concerned the dignity of the Crown, the honour
of the country and the character of the Queen, they ought
to form the subject of an inquiry, the need for which was
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